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posture of his camp was enough to tell a bigger
army than Wallestein's, that he was not to be
assaulted in his trenches.

The king's design appeared chiefly to be the
preservation of the city; but that was not all. He
had three armies acting abroad in three several
places. Gustavus Horn was on the Mosel; the
chancellor Oxenstern about Mentz, Cologn, and the
Rhine; duke William and duke Bernard, together
with general Bannier, in Bavaria: and though he
designed they should all join him, and had wrote
to them all to that purpose, yet he did not hasten
them, knowing that while he kept the main army at
bay about Nuremberg, they would, without opposi-
tion, reduce those several countries they were acting
in to his power. This occasioned his lying longer
in the camp at Nuremberg than he would have
done, and this occasioned his giving the imperialists
so many alarms by his strong parties of horse, of
which he was well provided, that they might not be
able to make any considerable detachments for the
relief of their friends ; and here he showed his
mastership in the war, for by this means his con-
quests went on as effectually as if he had been
abroad himself.

In the mean time, it was not to be expected two
such armies should lie long so near without some
action. The imperial army being masters of the
field, laid the country for twenty miles round Nu-
remberg in a manner desolate. "What the inhabitants
could carry away had been before secured in such
strong towns as had garrisons to protect them, and
what was left the hungry Crabats devoured, or set
on fire; but sometimes they were met with by our
men, who often paid them home for it. There
had passed several small rencounters between our
parties and theirs; and, as it falls out in such cases.